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Vision

Mission

CCS envisions a world where each 

individual leads a life of choice in personal, 

economic and political spheres and every 

institution is accountable.

Centre for Civil Society advances social change 

through public policy. Our work in education, 

livelihood, and policy training promotes choice 

and accountability across private and public 

sectors. To translate policy into practice, we 

engage with policy and opinion leaders through 

research, pilot projects and advocacy.
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Our Work 

Support CCS In Our Mission
Your financial support helps us advance our mission of social change through public 

policy. By giving to CCS today, you are ensuring that each individual in India leads a life of 

choice in personal, economic and political spheres and every institution is accountable.

All donations to CCS are tax exempt under 

Section 80G of Income Tax Act, India. 

Pledge your support here

Promote SCHOOL CHOICE to ensure 

that all children in India receive quality 

education of their choice.

Advocate for greater LIVELIHOOD 
FREEDOM for the rural and urban poor 

by eradicating market entry and exit 

barriers.

Engage students & influencers to 

DEVELOP NEW LEADERS WITH NEW 
IDEAS through training in public policy.

https://ccs.in/donation


4      Annual Report 2019-2020

Chairperson’s Message

What a year this has been for us. Two big events 

highlighted the impact of the Centre for Civil 

Society – The New Education Policy (NEP) and 

the commencement of class at the Indian School of Public 

Policy.

Let’s look at the NEP first. Our focus has often been on the 

architecture framework of policies. For a long time, we 

have argued about the separation of the three functions 

to reform the education sector – regulatory, service 

delivery and financing. We are delighted that the NEP has 

accepted that recommendation. We have seen how this 

separation of powers has helped accelerate the growth of 

various sectors, like telecom and financial services. Similar 

separations in the energy and aviation sectors have also 

helped grow these sectors. The NEP also moved forward 

to ensure a level-playing field for private and public 

sector schools. We were disappointed that our suggestion 

to permit the setting up of for-profit schools was not 

accepted, but are pleased the NEP makes requirements for 

schools less restrictive. 
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The Indian School of Public Policy graduated its 

first cohort recently. It was an eventful year with 

many highs and lows. Unfortunately, the pandemic 

severely hit placements for our first cohort, and the 

team has been working hard on this. The second 

cohort of students have started, and we continue 

to see strong interest in the school. The faculty, 

led by Dean Shubhashis Gangopadhyay, and the 

administrative team, currently led by Parth J. Shah, 

have done a great job, and we have identified many 

areas for improvement based on our first year. 

We have a tie-up with the Harris School of Public 

Policy at The University of Chicago, and our scholars 

get a Certificate in Public Policy and International 

Development from them.

Our advocacy and outreach efforts also had a few 

successes. We continued our efforts to help street 

vendors, by successfully appealing to the Additional 

Sessions Judge, Saket Court, challenging the 

excessive and arbitrary fining of a fruit vendor in 

Gautam Nagar, South Delhi. Based on our extensive 

work in this area, CCS was nominated as the NGO 

Member for 3 Town Vending Committees. Our 2017 

Report, ‘Policy Blueprint on Direct Benefit Transfers 

in Education’, resulted in the Andhra Pradesh 

government starting direct benefit transfers for 

education. Some other publications this year include 

‘Tweak Book for Governance Reform’, that listed 

immediately viable and actionable reform measures 

for the government, and ‘Referral Law Compendium’, 

which identified 150 laws for repeal in the North-East 

region (this was our 6th edition in this series).

At the ISPP graduation ceremony, Nandan Nilekani 

spoke about how sometimes it takes a long time for 

policy measures to get implemented and that we 

should always keep this in mind. Some of the wins of 

CCS that I have talked about in this note have taken 

time to get implemented and highlights the long-

term role of think tanks in policy-making.

We continue to host iPolicy sessions and Baithaks, 

which, during the lockdown, were converted to 

ePolicy sessions and eBaithaks. Our MOOC on 

Education Policy conducted its 4th edition. It is so 

heart-warming to continue meeting people who tell 

me that they either interned with us or attended an 

iPolicy session many years ago. I also often see CCS 

mentioned in resumes or LinkedIn profiles of people 

I am connected to. It shows how much we have 

impacted young people in the past and continue to 

do so.

I would like to thank the CCS team, our partners, 

donors, alumni and fellow champions of freedom, 

for their continued support. The recent months 

have been exceptionally challenging because of the 

COVID-19 lockdown and working from home has 

been difficult for many of you. Hopefully, this too shall 

pass soon.

Luis Miranda 
CHAIRPERSON,  
CENTRE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY 
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Our footprints on the education 
and livelihood landscape

Policy
 Wins
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Draft National Educational 
Policy 2019 Recommends the 
Separation of Functions to 
Reform Education Governance

In a significant win for us, the Draft National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2019 released in October 

2019 strongly recommends the separation of 

regulatory, service delivery and financing functions 

of the government. At CCS, we have continued 

to build evidence, and advocate for the effective 

uncoupling of functions in education governance. 

Further, CCS had also recommended the removal of 

instituting School Management Committees (SMCs) 

in private schools and the removal of the proposal 

for schools to obtain a License to Start a School 

(LSS), put forward in the Draft NEP June 2019. Both 

of these proposals have been removed from the 

NEP. In 2018, we released the Reforming Education 

Governance in India: Policy Blueprint for Separation 

of Powers Report proposing a separation of the 

functions to reform education governance.

In June 2019, we also organised our monthly 

journalist dialogue on the NEP, with 13 

representatives from leading media houses. 

Following the release of the draft, the National 

Independent Schools Alliance (NISA) also launched 

a dedicated NEP campaign with regional meetings 

held in Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, 

Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh 

and Uttarakhand, with 1300 attendees.

https://ccs.in/reforming-education-governance-india-policy-blueprint-separation-powers-0
https://ccs.in/reforming-education-governance-india-policy-blueprint-separation-powers-0
https://ccs.in/reforming-education-governance-india-policy-blueprint-separation-powers-0
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Idea
 Wins

Reaching Out with Advocacy, 
Research and Ideas for Change



 Idea Wins     11  Annual Report 2019-2020

Delhi Street Vendors Win 
Against Arbitrary Penalties

We successfully appealed to the Additional 

Session Judge (ASJ), Saket Court, 

challenging the excessive and arbitrary 

fining of a fruit vendor in Gautam Nagar, South 

Delhi. In a win for the vendors and for us, after the 

ASJ directed the Municipal Magistrate to decide 

afresh, the Magistrate declared the challan invalid 

and annulled the penalty. Moreover, as per the 

notification issued by Government of NCT, Delhi, on 

September 17, 2019, Centre for Civil Society (CCS) 

has been nominated as an NGO member for three 

Town Vending Committees. 

In another win for our work on street vendors, the 

Hindi podcast series, Puliyabaazi, supported by 

Takshashila Institute, hosted us for a dialogue on 

‘Pakodanomics’. Prashant Narang, Associate Director- 

Research, CCS discussed the challenges faced by 

street vendors and the legal and regulatory gaps in 

ensuring their recognition and protection.
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Government Calls for Reducing 
Licensing for Eateries and Kirana Stores

In another win for our on-going work to promote 

the Ease of doing business in India, the government 

is planning to significantly cut down the number 

of approvals required for kirana stores and eateries, 

which will help make procedures simpler for aspiring 

entrepreneurs.

CCS has been working to dismantle regulatory 

barriers that directly impact the ease of opening and 

running businesses, removal of judicial bottlenecks 

to facilitate conduct of a conducive business 

environment, and towards fostering inclusive 

markets and improving livelihoods for bottom-of-

the-pyramid communities. In 2018, we published 

the Doing Business in Delhi Report that studied 

the regulatory barriers to operate restaurants, 

meat shops and e-waste recycling plants in Delhi, 

evaluating the business reforms conducted from 

2016 to 2018. We also hosted a roundtable bringing 

together policy experts and influencers to advocate 

for a reduction in licensing requirements and to 

ease the opening of small and medium businesses 

in Delhi.

http://easeofdoingbusiness.org/
https://ccs.in/research/doing-business-delhi-study-initiated-and-uninitiated-regulatory-reforms
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Andhra Pradesh Announces Direct 
Benefit Transfers in Education

The Government of Andhra Pradesh 

recently announced a direct cash 

transfer scheme applicable to all 

recognised schools in the state. Under the 

‘Jaganna Amma Vodi’ programme, the 

Government will provide financial assistance 

of INR 15,000/- per annum to each mother or 

recognised guardian from a below the poverty 

line (BPL) household. The scheme is an 

attempt to enhance access to schools, ensure 

equity and achieve minimum learning levels.

CCS has consistently advocated for the 

adoption of Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) in 

education as a means to improve efficiency 

and educational outcomes. In 2017, we 

published a Policy Blueprint on ‘Direct Benefit 

Transfers in Education’, examining the impact 

of cash transfers and vouchers on education 

outcomes. The document also makes design 

recommendations for implementing DBT 

programmes in education.

http://Government Calls For Reducing Licensing For Eateries And Kirana Stores
http://Government Calls For Reducing Licensing For Eateries And Kirana Stores
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A Report on the 
Anatomy of K-12 
Governance In India

As an outcome of the Researching 

Reality Internship 2019, we 

published a research report on 

the extant governance structures in 

K-12 education in the states of Delhi, 

Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh. The report 

presents insights into requirements 

for opening an unaided, non-minority 

private school, the regulation of 

fees in private schools, private 

school inspection and functions and 

functionaries in K-12 administration. 

Published in partnership with the 

Friedrich Naumann Foundation for 

Freedom, the report was launched 

at Miranda House, Delhi University 

on October 21, 2019. The launch of 

Compendium was followed by a panel 

discussion on ‘Reforming the Regulatory 

Framework for Private Schools: Promises 

and Challenges in the Draft National 

Education Policy’. Our panellists 

included Bikrama Daulet Singh, 

Managing Director, Central Square 

Foundation, Bhanuchander Nagarajan, 

Former Advisor to Shri Prakash 

Javadekar, Former  HRD Minister; 

Premila Nazareth, Non-Resident Senior 

Fellow, National Council of Applied 

Economic Research, Rohan Joshi, 

Education Sector Expert and Bhuvana 

Anand, Director - Research, Centre for 

Civil Society.

In a win for our work, our paper on the 

Challenges of executive discretion in the 

regulation of private schools, published 

in the Anatomy of K-12 governance 

in India Compendium, was printed in 

the Leap Blog on Law, Economics and 

Policy. Our video on What does it take to 

open a private school in Delhi, based on 

the findings of our 2019 Researching 

Reality Internship Compendium, was 

also published in Marginal Revolution. 

https://ccs.in/education/research
https://blog.theleapjournal.org/2020/02/executive-discretion-in-regulating.html?m=1
https://blog.theleapjournal.org/2020/02/executive-discretion-in-regulating.html?m=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk9T5mG7i5A&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk9T5mG7i5A&feature=emb_logo
https://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/2020/01/what-does-it-take-to-open-a-private-school-in-delhi.html
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Launch of the Tweakbook 
on Governance Reforms 

On November 7, 2019, we launched 

our Tweak-Book for Governance 

Reforms at Hotel Claridges, New 

Delhi. The research proposes Intelligent and 

Precise Tweaks (IPTs) to create immediately 

viable and actionable points for the 

government to usher in reforms. 

The launch of the Tweakbook was followed 

by a panel discussion on ‘Debugging 

India for Maximum Governance: Ensuring 

Accountability, Efficiency and Transparency’, 

attended by an over 90-strong audience. 

Our panelists included Amit Kaushik, CEO, 

Australian Council for Educational Research, 

India; Shakti Sinha, Former Director, Nehru 

Memorial Museum and Library (NMML); 

Shailaja Chandra, Former Secretary, 

Government of India and Ex-Chief Secretary, 

Delhi; KP Krishnan, Secretary, Ministry of 

Skill Development & Entrepreneurship and 

Davinder P S Sandhu, Partner, KPMG (India).

https://ccs.in/publication/display
https://ccs.in/publication/display
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Launch of the Repeal 
Law Compendium: 
#Appealforrepeal

On November 25, 2019, we 

launched the Repeal Law 

Compendium at the Constitution 

Club of India, New Delhi. The sixth edition 

of the Compendium identifies 150 laws 

for repeal in the North-East region of 

India. The research was undertaken 

in collaboration with Symbiosis Law 

School, Noida (SLS), National Academy 

of Legal Studies and Research (NALSAR), 

Hyderabad, National Law School of India 

University (NLSIU), Bangalore, and our 

Legal Partner, Kaden Boriss.

The launch was followed by a panel 

discussion on ‘Statutory Clean Up: 

Institutionalisation of Repeal Law Day’. 

Our eminent panelists included Vikramjit 

Banerjee, Additional Solicitor General 

of India; Arundhati Katju, Independent 

Litigator & Supreme Court Lawyer; PK 

Malhotra, Former Law Secretary, Ministry 

of Law & Justice; Maneesh Chhibber, 

Consulting Editor, The Print; Hemant Batra, 

Advocate, Vice President, SAARCLAW and 

Founder & Counsel, Kaden Boriss Global 

and Dr Neeti Shikha, Head, Centre for 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy. 

https://ccs.in/governance/repeal-law-day-2019?fbclid=IwAR0tzF6-XqNAEYilBNuY9MPLuOaVT81fmfAM3UNBT_ourxCe8nlZuYYkvLM
https://ccs.in/governance/repeal-law-day-2019?fbclid=IwAR0tzF6-XqNAEYilBNuY9MPLuOaVT81fmfAM3UNBT_ourxCe8nlZuYYkvLM
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Launch of the 
Azadi Podcasts 

On January 10, 2020, on the 

occasion of  World Hindi 

Day, we launched our Azadi 

Podcasts series. Azadi.me is India’s 

only online liberal portal in the Hindi 

language, bringing liberal classics and 

commentaries on contemporary socio-

economic and political concerns, to 

Hindi language speakers in India and 

the world

Our inaugural edition of the Azadi 

Podcast saw Kumar Anand, Director 

- Advocacy, Centre for Civil Society 

(CCS) in conversation with Prashant 

Narang, Associate Director - Research 

on the state of street vendors in India. 

The podcast focused on the scope of 

the Street Vendors Act of 2014, and 

the arbitrary penalties and abuse that 

they so often face owing to gaps in 

regulation and legal protection.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUH0xuKiKSV3CitH9OefVHQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUH0xuKiKSV3CitH9OefVHQ
https://azadi.me/
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Education Policy MOOC

This year we have launched the third and 

fourth edition of our Massive Online Open 

Course (MOOC) on Education Policy, with 

425 participants. The four-week online course 

was launched to address the continuing lack of 

comprehensive and exclusive training in India’s 

education policy. Our faculty consists of eminent 

experts and academicians, including Amit Kaushik, 

CEO, Australian Council for Educational Research 

(India); Yamini Aiyar, President and Chief Executive, 

Centre for Policy Research; Parth J Shah, President, 

CCS and Co-Founder & Director, Indian School 

of Public Policy and Gurcharan Das, Author and 

Former CEO, P&G India. 
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People
 Wins

Engaging Change-makers through 
Training, Advocacy and Outreach
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Nurturing Policy 
Change-makers - ipolicy  
for Young Leaders and 
Journalists

Our flagship introductory course 

in public policy - ipolicy, aims 

to equip participants with the 

fundamental concepts of public policy. 

The course introduced young leaders 

to the concepts of Policy Analysis and 

Evaluation, Public Choice Theory, the Right 

to Education Act, Agriculture and other 

socio-economic challenges. This year we 

conducted 26 ipolicy courses across 

various cities - Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, 

Jaipur, Mangalore, Mumbai and Hyderabad, 

reaching over 800 students. Over the year, 

our faculty has included the likes of JP 

Narayana, Founder Lok Satta Party; Rahul 

V Kumar, Research Consultant; Mathias 

Pontopiddan, Strategic Advisor and 

Project Lead, A.P. Moller-Maersk; Shagata 

Mukherjee, Assistant Professor, Meghnad 

Desai Academy of Economics; Rohan Joshi, 

Education Sector Expert; Kumar Anand, 

Director- Advocacy, CCS; Bhuvana Anand, 

Director- Research, CCS; Prashant Narang, 

Associate Director - Research, CCS; Barun 

Mitra, Founder & Director, Liberty Institute 

and Amit Chandra, Fellow, CCS. We also 

conducted our ipolicy programme in Hindi 

with 25 participants.
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We supervised our ipolicy course for school students at the 

City Montessori School, Lucknow with 33 students, who were 

graduating successfully. Our faculty included Rohan Joshi, 

Education Sector Expert; Yazad Jal, Director - Academy, CCS.

In July, Azadi.me conducted our flagship programme ipolicy for 

journalists, in Lansdowne, Uttarakhand, in partnership with Atlas 

Network.  The workshop engaged 24 journalists from leading 

national and regional media houses like Zee News, NDTV, 

Hindustan Times (Hindi), Amar Ujala, Dainik Jagran and Jansatta 

(Indian Express Hindi), among others.

“The programme has been an incredibly stimulating 
experience. Over the two days, I was constantly 
challenged to critically examine and logically present 
arguments, and engage with facilitators and fellow 
learners to weigh and debate multiple viewpoints. 
ipolicy has enabled me to refine my thought process 
and to become extremely practical in my approach 
to understanding socio-economic institutions and 
public policy.”

- Kartikeya Reddy, Bengaluru iPolicy Graduate

OUR ALUMNI

https://azadi.me/
https://azadi.me/ipolicy-for-journalists-landsdowne-12-14-july
https://azadi.me/ipolicy-for-journalists-landsdowne-12-14-july
https://www.atlasnetwork.org/
https://www.atlasnetwork.org/
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Baithak: Conversations in Policy 

In 2019, we hosted 22 Baithaks, bringing 

together 450 participants. Through 

interactive sessions, debates and dialogue, our 

faculty engaged participants in discussions on 

contemporary policy concerns like the election 

policy, agrarian crisis, property rights, education 

policy and the rise of populism in India, among 

other subjects. . 

Our eminent faculty included Seema Bansal, 

Head – Partner & Director, Social Impact and 

Shoikat Roy, School Education Consultant, Boston 

Consulting Group; Shruti Rajagopalan, Senior 

Research Fellow at the Mercatus Center - George 

Mason University; JP Narayana, Founder, Lok 

Satta Party; Rahul V Kumar, Research Consultant, 

Centre for Public Policy Research; Rohan Joshi, 

Education Sector Expert and Parth J Shah, 

President, Centre for Civil Society and Co-Founder 

& Director, Indian School of Public Policy.
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Certificate Course in the Politics 
of  Development: Understanding 
Intersections of Politics and Policy

Politics of Development 

(PoD) is a three-day 

residential course that 

explores the intersections of 

politics and policy. Offered 

in partnership with the GD 

Goenka University in July 

2019, the certificate course 

attracted 40 young leaders as 

participants. The course offered 

sessions on education policy, 

the state of India’s agriculture 

and a reform agenda for Modi 

2.0. Our expert faculty included 

Amit Kaushik, CEO, Australian 

Council for Educational 

Research; Swaminathan 

Aiyar, Senior Journalist and 

Columnist and Barun Mitra, 

Founder and Director, Liberty 

Institute, among other 

distinguished speakers. 
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Law and Liberty Conference: Understanding 
the Legal Foundations of a Free Society

Last year we organised the 

third and fourth editions 

of our Law and Liberty 

Conference (LLC) in partnership 

with the Federalist Society, in 

August and November 2019, 

involving 102 participants. The 

LLC programmes addressed 

the theme, ‘Legal Foundations 

of a Free Society’ through 

dedicated sessions on 

competition law, bankruptcy 

laws, cryptocurrency 

regulations and judicial 

efficiency, in addition to other 

themes. Our panelists included 

Shruti Rajagopalan, Associate 

Professor of Economics, State 

University of New York; Sajid 

Shaikh, Assistant Professor 

and Assistant Registrar 

(Academic), Mumbai National 

Law University; Dr. Ashish 

Kulkarni, Professor, GIPE; 

Nikhil Pahwa, Founder and 

Editor, MediaNama; Murali 

Neelakantan, Principal, Amicus 

and Prashant Narang, Associate 

Director-Research, CCS, among 

other speakers. 
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Liberty and Society Seminar: 
Advanced Learning in Liberal 
Perspectives in Public Policy

We conducted our advanced 

four-day residential 

programme, Liberty and 

Society Seminar, in Goa from July 

11 to July 14, 2019.  Engaging our 

CCS alumni, the seminar offered 

participants a deeper understanding 

of socio-economic issues within 

a liberal framework, emphasising 

limited government, individual rights, 

free trade and competitive markets.

Attended by 24 alumni, the seminar 

captivated the participants on vital 

issues of public policy through 

thematic sessions on free speech, 

the job crisis in India, making a case 

for liberal trade and agricultural 

policies, and a reform agenda for 

Modi 2.0, among other subjects. 

The seminar also discussed the 

foundations of liberalism in India. 

Our esteemed faculty included: 

Parth J Shah, President, CCS and 

Co-Founder & Director, Indian School 

of Public Policy; Bhuvana Anand, 

Director - Research, CCS; Anupam 

Manur, Assistant Professor, The 

Takshashila Institution; Jerry Johnson, 

Author; Neeraj Kaushal, Economist 

and Author and Swaminathan Aiyar, 

Senior Journalist and Columnist.
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Engaging Journalists 
on Policy Issues 

In 2019, we conducted nine policy 

dialogues with journalists in Chandigarh, 

Delhi and Lucknow. Over 120 journalists 
representing prominent media houses 

including NDTV, Zee News and All India 

Radio, among others, attended these 

dialogues and discussions.  The interchange 

provided a platform to discuss current socio-

economic challenges like tolerant BT (HTBT) 

seeds and the debate surrounding their ban 

in India, the need to repeal redundant laws 

and the country’s education landscape.  
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Spontaneous Order Dialogues

Through the year, Spontaneous 

Order, our digital publication of 

liberal commentaries, hosted 

four CCS Facebook Live Discussions 

‘Spontaneous Dialogue’ on important 

contemporary topics like the Street 

Vendors Act, India’s economic 

slowdown, the onion crisis and the 

employment catastrophe India is 

currently facing. Featuring Indira 

Unninayar, Advocate, Supreme Court 

and Delhi High Court; Vivek Kalia, Joint 

Commissioner, Municipal Corporation 

of Gurugram and Manoj Mehra, 

Street Vendor and General Secretary 

- National Hawkers Federation, the 

dialogue discussed the enduring 

challenges in the implementation 

of the Street Vendors Act, 2014, 

passed by the Parliament. Dhiraj 

Nayyar, Chief Economist, Vedanta 

Ltd. and Mohit Satyanand, Chairman 

& Founder, Teamwork Arts, analysed 

the state of the Indian economy and 

potential measures for its revival. 

The Sixth Edition of our Facebook 

Live SO Dialogue series attempts to 

decode the India’s onion crisis with 

Barun Mitra, Founder & Director of the 

Liberty Institute and Vivian Fernandez, 

Delhi-based journalist. In March, at our 

Seventh Edition of the SO Dialogue, 

CCS Academy Director Yazad Jal 

discussed India’s job shortage with 

Anupam Manur, Assistant Professor, 

Takshashila Institution.

https://spontaneousorder.in/
https://spontaneousorder.in/
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Snapshot of CCS Programmes

Programme
Number of 
Programmes Held

Number of  
People Reached

Baithak 22 450

Massive Online  
Open Course

2 Batches 425

Politics of Development 1 40

ipolicy 26 801

Law and Liberty 
Conference 

2 102
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Organisation
 Wins

Making our Mark in the 
Movement for Liberty
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CCS Ranked #71 in the 2019  
Top Think Tanks Worldwide List 

In a big win for us, CCS has been 

ranked 71 in the 2019 Top Think 

Tanks Worldwide (Non-US), 

according to the 2019 Global Go 

to Think Tank Index Report by the 

University of Pennsylvania. Our 

research paper ‘Deconstructing 

K-12 Governance in India’ from the 

Researching Reality Internship 2019 

compendium titled ‘Anatomy of K-12 

Governance’, has also been ranked as 

one of the ‘2019 Best Policy Study-

Report Produced by a Think Tank’.

https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=think_tanks
https://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1018&context=think_tanks
https://ccs.in/deconstructing-k-12-governance-india
https://ccs.in/deconstructing-k-12-governance-india
https://ccs.in/deconstructing-k-12-governance-india
https://ccs.in/deconstructing-k-12-governance-india
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CCS at Atlas Global Perspectives:  
Social Change Through Public Policy 

On May 30, 2019, Bhakti 

Patil, Former Assistant 

Director, Development 

and Strategy, Centre for Civil 

Society (CCS), was invited to 

speak about CCS’ ongoing work 

for the rights and recognition 

of street vendors at the 

Atlas Network Global Policy 

Perspectives Event held in New 

York. Atlas Network’s Global 

Policy Perspectives series brings 

think tank leaders from around 

the world to discuss policy issues 

affecting their countries and 

how their work fits into those 

landscapes.

Engaging with over 70 policy 

enthusiasts, industry and civil 

society leaders and journalists, 

Bhakti Patil highlighted CCS’ 

continuing efforts to protect and 

empower street vendors through 

the effective implementation of 

the Street Vendors Act of 2014. 

The talk also addressed the 

state of doing business in India, 

tackling regulatory bottlenecks 

to the opening and running of 

businesses and the burgeoning 

shadow economy in the country.
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Promoting the Ease of Doing Business 
at the Margins: The Story of Zubair

Our partner, Atlas 

Network, covered the 

success story of  Zubair, 

Founder,  AddtoGoogle, under 

their Doing Development 

Differently programme. 

Previously, according to India’s 

minimum capital requirement, 

a mandatory amount of INR 

100,000 had to be deposited in 

the bank, to start a business. In 

2015, Zubair had tried to get his 

computer business started but 

was thwarted in his attempts 

because he was unable to scrape 

together the minimum amount 

required. 

The Centre for Civil Society (CCS) 

had advocated for the repeal 

of the paid-in minimum capital 

requirement to officials at the 

Department for Promotion of 

Industry & Internal Trade. In 2017, 

the law changed and the paid-in 

minimum capital requirement 

went to “an absolute zero’.
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Institutional
 Wins

Cultivating Policy- Change makers 
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Launch of the Founding Class 
of Policy Scholars at ISPP

In August 2019, the Indian School of Public 

Policy (ISPP) welcomed its inaugural batch 

of 56 aspiring policy leaders with the first 

day of classes starting on August 5, 2019. Dr 

Krishnamurthy Subramanian, Chief Economic 

Advisor of India, delivered a commencement 

address at the ISPP Campus in South Delhi, to 

begin the academic year. 

Our scholars have successfully completed 

four terms, having concluded courses in 

Economics for Policy Analysis, Ethics and 

Public Policy, Systems Thinking, Game Theory, 

R - Programming, Business and Government, 

Policy Writing and Communications, among 

other subjects. Our faculty members have 

included distinguished names like Arun 

Maira, Former Member, Planning Commission 
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of India; Pronob Sen, Programme Director, 

International Growth Centre India Programme; 

Shamika Ravi, Director of Research, Brookings India 

and NC Saxena, Former Member, National Advisory 

Council, Government of India.

Some of the key highlights of this 
academic year were: 

•	 In October 2019, the Indian School of 

Public Policy brought together deans and 

senior faculty members from public policy 

institutions from seven countries, for an 

academic consultation. The primary objective 

of this exercise was to understand public 

policy curriculum from a global perspective, 

share and learn from global best practices 

and forge international partnerships to 

secure greater opportunities for ISPP policy 

scholars. Professor Kanti Prasad Bajpai, Lee 

Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore, 

and Professor Maya Tudor, Blavatnik School of 

Government, Oxford University, subsequently 

joined the ISPP academic advisory council. 
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•	 We organised guest lectures, as part of our 

on-going series bringing industry and domain 

experts for shorter sessions with the students. 

Our faculty included some of India’s leading 

public policy experts/practitioners and civil 

society leaders like Shashi Tharoor, Member of 

Parliament, Lok Sabha; Kailash Satyarthi, Nobel 

Peace Prize Laureate, V. Srinivas, Additional 

Secretary to the Government of India and 

representatives from organisations like the 

Quality Council of India, Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation, Boston Consulting Group  and the 

Mahindra Group.

•	 ISPP also conducted Tea and Policy Session, 

which were held with experts and practitioners 

representing organisations like  Mckinsey, 

Dalberg, Reliance Industries, Genesis BCW 

and Brookings India, among other leading 

institutions. ISPP hosts Tea and Policy sessions 

to facilitate informal engagement between 

our scholars and public policy professionals, 

addressing the practice of policy and career 

prospects in industry.
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•	 The student-led publication of the 

Institute, the ISPP Policy Review, was 

launched on February 4, 2020. The 

Review strives to serve as a bridge 

between academia and praxis with 

emphasis on rigorous research and 

evocative analysis, and a resource for 

policy and development practitioners, 

academia, industry leaders, students 

and the civil society at large. 

“I came to ISPP to enrich my knowledge and gain crucial skills 
required to excel in the field of Public Policy. The reason I chose 
ISPP is its world-class faculty, which gives an opportunity to 
learn from the best in the game and the sheer diversity of the 
courses and workshops covered in a year. The experience 
here has been exhilarating and has far exceeded expectations. 
The idea of being constantly challenged by different streams 
of thought imparts a certain kick and pushes you to become 
better. The immersive learning atmosphere also provides a 
great developmental opportunity. Studying at ISPP is the best 
decision I have made in my educational journey so far.”

- Himanshu Burad, Class of 2020

OUR SCHOLARS SAYS
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 National Independent Schools Alliance

A platform for budget private 

schools (BPS), the National 

Independent Schools 

Alliance (NISA), works to improve 

the quality of education in budget 

private schools and dismantle policy 

prejudices against private education 

in India. This past year, NISA grew to 

become a network of 65,000 schools 

with a presence in over 20 states.

In December 2019, NISA was 

an institutional partner for the 

Second Edition of the ‘School 

Summit: Disruptive Innovative 

Ideas’, organised by the CII and 

the Government of Uttar Pradesh, 

in Lucknow. In February 2020, 

NISA with Education World also 

jointly organised the National 

Level Ranking and Best Budget 

Private Schools Award. Education 

World published the first league 

table ratings ranking India’s Top 

300 budget private schools.  Top-

ranked schools from across the 

country were then felicitated at 

the Education World India Budget 

Private School Rankings Awards 

2020 held in Mumbai on February 

26. Over 400 BPS promoters and 

principals attended the event from 

across the country.
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This year, we received 236 media placements. Some of our top stories are listed below

Parth J Shah, President and Bhuvana Anand, 
Director - Research, CCS, write on the Misses 
of the National Education Policy published in 
Education World.

Two op-eds: on the Need for a National Repeal 
Law Day published in Amar Ujala, and on the 
Need for repealing outmoded and irrelevant 
laws published in Dainik Jagran.

Sudhanshu Neema, Former Manager, 
Advocacy-Centre for Civil Society wrote on 
How the Seeds Bills 2019 would impact the 
farmers, seeds industry and agriculture sector, if 
it became a law.

Atlas Network published an article on Dinesh Dixit, 
a street vendor from Sarojini Nagar Market, New 
Delhi, being honoured with the Digital Media Award 
by Indraprastha Media Hub. Earlier in the year, Atlas 
Network released a short documentary on Dinesh 
Dixit and CCS’ on-going work for the rights and 
recognition of street vendors

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqdCmy_Z_K3wmcdF-gzuN5xNIows7_lS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqdCmy_Z_K3wmcdF-gzuN5xNIows7_lS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqdCmy_Z_K3wmcdF-gzuN5xNIows7_lS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sqdCmy_Z_K3wmcdF-gzuN5xNIows7_lS/view
https://ccs.in/constitution-day-2019-india-unfair-laws-that-need-to-be-changed
https://ccs.in/constitution-day-2019-india-unfair-laws-that-need-to-be-changed
https://ccs.in/irrelevant-law-must-be-ended
https://ccs.in/irrelevant-law-must-be-ended
https://ruralmarketing.in/industry/policy/does-seeds-bill-2019-undermine-farmers-rights
https://ruralmarketing.in/industry/policy/does-seeds-bill-2019-undermine-farmers-rights
https://ruralmarketing.in/industry/policy/does-seeds-bill-2019-undermine-farmers-rights
https://ccs.in/dinesh-kumar-dixit-wins-digital-media-award-atlas-network-doing-development-differently-video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhyHe2SE2fs&t=4s
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Our Digital Footprint
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE A/C FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31-03-2020
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31-03-2020
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Our Team

Academy
1.	 Aastha Narang

2.	 Abhinav Singh

3.	 Afifah Siddiqui

4.	 Avi Krish Bedi

5.	 Hinan Ali

6.	 Manasa Pidatala

7.	 Mohammad Anas Khan

8.	 Rajashi Banerjee

9.	 Reena Meena

10.	 Rini Rafi

11.	 Rohan Jolly

12.	 Sampurna Khasnabis

13.	 Shefali Mishra

14.	 Shivang Raina

15.	 Sidhartha Tibrewal

16.	 Sneha Pokhriyal

17.	 Sourya Banerjee

18.	 Swati Rao

19.	 Utkarsh Khare

20.	 Vidushi Mehrotra

21.	 Yazad Jal 
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Development

CEO Communications
K Yatish Rajawat1.	 Aarat Pandya

2.	 Avinash Chandra

3.	 Ayushi Jain

4.	 Kumar Anand

5.	 Manoj Singh

6.	 Ravi Kumar Yadav
7.	 Shreya Ralli

8.	 Sudhanshu Neema

9.	 Sumbul Mashhadi

10.	 Sunaina Mathur

11.	 Swati Singh

12.	 Thomas Antony

13.	 Usha S. Kundu

1.	 Bhakti Patil

2.	 Himanshu Dhingra

3.	 Sanjana Anand
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0404
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1111
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0606
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Operations Research
1.	 Anamika Pathak

2.	 Bhupinder Singh

3.	 Govind Kashyap

4.	 Rajesh Kumar

5.	 Santosh Kumar Chaupal

6.	 Shashikant Rai 

7.	 Shubham Prajapati

1.	 Alston Dsouza

2.	 Bhuvana Anand

3.	 Jayana Bedi

4.	 Prashant Narang

5.	 Ritika Shah

6.	 Tarini Sudhakar

7.	 Vidushi Sabharwal
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0505

0707

0303

0505

0202 0202

0404

0606

0404

0606
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INDIAN SCHOOL OF 
PUBLIC POLICY
1.	 Ankita Sharma

2.	 Arpit Chaturvedi

3.	 B. Hena

4.	 Deepjyoti Sarma 

5.	 Dhruva Mathur

6.	 Gopikrishnan Nair

7.	 Jatin Garg

8.	 Maitreyi Menon

9.	 Manu Sakunia

10.	 Neha Mehta

11.	 Ram Kamesh

12.	 Sarah Berry

13.	 Vikas Sharma
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Trustees Advisors

LUIS MIRANDA
Chairman

PARTH J SHAH
President

GEETA GANDHI KINGDON
City Montessori School

PREMILA 
NAZARETH
Independent 
Consultant

GURCHARAN DAS
Author & Public 
Intellectual

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN
Foundation of Democratic 
Reforms

SHRUTI RAJAGOPALAN
Mercatus Center - George 
Mason University

NIRANJAN
RAJADHYAKSHA
Mint, India

ADIT JAIN 
Chairman & Editorial 
Director, IMA India

ANIRUDHA DUTTA 
Financial Analyst 

REUBEN ABRAHAM 
CEO & Senior Fellow, 
IDFC Institute

IRIS MADEIRA
Madhavi Desai 
Consulting

NEETI SHIKHA
Centre for Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy
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Scholars

AJAY SHAH
National Institute for  
Public Finance and Policy

LATE DEEPAK LAL
University of California

GEETA GANDHI KINGDON
University College London

SURJIT BHALLA
Oxus Investments Pvt. Ltd.

JAGDISH BHAGWATI
Columbia University

SWAMINATHAN AIYAR
Cato Institute

URJIT PATEL
The Reserve Bank 
of India

LATE ISHER JUDGE 
Indian Council for Research on 
International Economic Relations

LORD MEGHNAD DESAI 
Centre for the study of  
Global Governance

SHREEKANT GUPTA
National University of
Singapore
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PARTNERS & DONORS
Our partners have been crucial to our success. There are several individuals besides the organisations mentioned below, who have contributed 

greatly to our work in 2019-20. We are grateful for their continued support to help advance our mission of social change through public policy.

Tree of Life Foundation
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